
Graffiti Removal Tip Sheet 

There are several things individual citizens and property owners can do to remove, cover up or    

discourage graffiti on your property.  Here are some suggestions: 

 Remove or cover up graffiti as soon as you can, within 24 hours or sooner, if possible. 

 Use whatever color paint you have at hand to cover graffiti as quickly as possible, whether it 

matches or not.  Don’t wait several days to find the perfect match.  Do that later.  It is important 

to cover the graffiti right away, no matter how many times it happens.  Graffiti taggers like to 

see their work after the fact and, the sooner it is removed or covered up, the better. 

 Here are some products we have used.  You may find others that work as well or better.        

No matter the product, always follow the instructions and use the appropriate protective gear. 
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Louisville Downtown Partnership is not responsible for the misuse of any graffiti removal product. 

Goof Off Graffiti Remover, not to be confused with other Goof Off 

products, is widely available and works on glass and painted surfaces, 

although it can damage underlying paint.  Additionally, if it is applied to 

stop signs and other signage with reflective material, it will remove the 

reflective coloring.   

It is available at most hardware stores, Home Depot and Lowes.  Keep 

it and a roll of inexpensive paper towels at hand.   

Have a small box stocked with various colors of inexpensive spray paint 

to cover graffiti on porous wood surfaces such as utility poles or painted 

surfaces if graffiti remover isn’t available or does not work.  There are 

brands of spray paint that cost as little as $1 per can and are available 

at Home Depot, Lowes and Walmart. 

These products are available to the public at 

PPG Paints and are for use on masonry or 

other, more sensitive surfaces.  Both can 

damage underlying surfaces. 

When using these products, always follow 

the instructions and wear appropriate safety 

equipment (safety goggles and latex gloves)  

and use the products in an open, ventilated 

area. 


