
Tips for avoiding conflicts with coyotes: 

 Avoid feeding coyotes either intentionally or un-intentionally.  Wildlife feeders and 

leaving pet food outside unattended should be avoided.  Do not leave garbage 

unsecured.  Do not put up bird feeders, especially in the spring and summer months.  

Although coyotes are not particularly interested in bird feed, bird feeders will attract 

prey species such as mice, rats, chipmunks and squirrels.  The abundance of prey species 

in someone’s backyard will significantly increase the likelihood of encountering a coyote 

in their yard.  Unprotected compost piles are also a source of food for coyotes and their 

prey.  

  

 Do not let pets run loose.  When walking your pet keep them on a non-retractable leash 

at all times.  Small dogs should not be let unattended in your backyard even if there is a 

fence surrounding the property.  Small fences can be easily scaled by a coyote.  If you 

are not able to supervise your pet while it is outside, you may want to construct a 

coyote proof enclosure in the area where the dog is kept outdoors.  Domestic cats 

should be kept indoors.  Not only will this help to protect your cat from coyote attacks, 

but it will also help to protect songbirds.  Feral cat colonies should be spayed and 

neutered to control the spread of their population.  If you are feeding a colony of feral 

cats, it is important to only provide the amount of food that they can eat in one setting. 

If you are walking a small pet and encounter a coyote, pick the animal up until the 

coyote is away from the area. 

 

 Children should always be supervised.  Teach children to never approach a wild animal 

or to run away from it.  If they see a coyote, they should immediately inform an adult.  

Hazing techniques should be immediately deployed if the animal does not immediately 

run away or approaches the child.  

  

 Do not run away from a coyote.  If you see a coyote in your yard or while out for a walk 

and it does not show signs of aggression leave the animal alone.  However if the animal 

approaches you or does not run off immediately, aversive conditioning (aka hazing) the 

animal is an effective technique to re-instill a natural fear of humans back into the 

animal.  Hazing is not intended to harm the animal, but to create a negative encounter 

with the animal.   Look the coyote in the eyes, scream, wave your arms and/or clap your 

hands or blow a whistle as you approach the coyote.  If the animal does not immediately 

retreat, throw small objects such as rocks and sticks at the animal.  If the animal 

continues to approach fight back aggressively.  It is important to continue hazing the 

coyote until it leaves the area.  If you observe aggressive behavior by a coyote towards 



humans or pets during the spring and summer months, the coyote may very well be 

trying to protect their den site and pups.  It may be best to slowly back away from the 

area, but always keep your eyes on the animal and do not run away.  Running away can 

illicit chasing by the coyote.  You should also not haze a coyote that is cornered, appears 

sick or is injured.  If you are walking in an area where coyotes are common, it may be a 

good idea to carry a walking stick.  This tool can be used for hazing and self-defense if 

the coyote becomes aggressive.  

   

 If coyotes are approaching people without fear, showing signs of aggression such as 

growling, barking or following children and the use of hazing is not effective. 

Homeowners can enlist the aid of a Nuisance Wildlife Control Operator to remove the 

conditioned coyote from their property.  A list of certified Nuisance Wildlife Control 

Operators is located on the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources.   

http://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/Pages/Nuisance-Wildlife.aspx 
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